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"The Woodturning Gambit: knowing your cutting edge!" 
 

Donna Frazier 
 
As the saying goes, the apple doesn't fall far from 
the tree. My great grandfather was a craftsman 
woodworker/woodturner. Woodworking and       
artistry has been a part of my family for             
generations. Despite growing up with a full    
woodshop in the basement...I didn't begin my 
woodturning journey until 6 years ago when I          
mistakenly attended a  HCW meeting. To my     
surprise it wasn't a basic woodworking club but it 
was so much more....and that is where I            
discovered the lathe! Two years later, in 2019, I 

became vice president of my club along with being asked to compete at masters at work 
in Broken Bow OK. In 2020, I remained vice president and was also placed on the HCW 
mentor list. It became my job to find demonstrators for our monthly club zoom meetings; 
because of COVID I was no  longer limited to close range turners and I began contacting 
Master turners from around the world. This led to my discussions regarding techniques, 
grinds, and tool limits and my passion to understand what's happening at the cutting edge 
of a gouge. In 2021 I was president of HCW, was once again invited to Masters at work, 
and in the same year I turned my first cowboy hat. Through my continuous studies, I     
began to realize that if I learned the limits and when those limits could be pushed, I 
could become a better woodturner and as an instructor make it easier for others to learn.  
 
Woodturning advice often comes with a lot of "do whatever works for you." But how "do" 
you know what works for you? All the different tools and techniques, can be confusing and 
frustrating. However, if you risk understanding the universal principles of the cutting edge, 
you will know your game options. Woodturning will become enjoyable and no longer a 
means to an end. Ironically, that is when you win! Because now, all project ends are    
possible! 
"You cannot beat a river (wood on the lathe) into submission. You have to surrender to its 
current and use its power as your own." -The Ancient One  

Denton, Texas 

GOLDENTRIANGLEWOODTURNERS.ORG 

https://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.goldentrianglewoodturners.org
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A Big thanks to Sam and John 

for showing us the different 

set ups and techniques for 

sharpening our tools!  We will 

have an open shop Feb 11 to 

go over tool sharpening   

coming up soon so be sure to 

bring some tools to get      

perfect for your next project. 

http://www.goldentrianglewoodturners.org
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Pink Ivory 

This is the perfect wood for Febrary!  Pink Ivory is found in southern Africa from trees 

that grow around 100 ft tall.  Its color can vary including a neon pink, deep red, and a 

pale brownish pink.  It commonly has beautiful curly or fiddleback grain patterns.  

The only downside to this wood is 

that the pink will fade overtime to a   

brownish color.    

Pink Ivory does dull cutting tools fairly 

easy and tearout is common on  

quartersawn pieces when planning.  

However, turners are in luck as it 

turns and finishes nicely.  It doesn’t 

have a very pleasant smell but the 

beautiful outcome can make up for 

that little down side.   
Brian Taylor—Pink Ivory Vase 

News 

 Membership for 2023 is due and can be paid online or at the live meeting.   
 Bowl Blanks will be for sale to anyone and can be used for the Empty Bowls  

Program. 
 Bowl of the Month Challenge is back!  The goal is to make at least 1 bowl per 

month for the Empty Bowl Program. 
 We can bring turned objects to show off at festivals and you can leave a business 

card under your piece.  We can’t sell any work at the festivals. 

http://www.goldentrianglewoodturners.org
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Additional club information can be found on the website: 

Www.goldentrainglewoodturners.org 

Our monthly pictures, handouts, and up coming activities 

are posted on the site.  You can even see yourself and 

others in the club! 

Membership sign-ups and renewals can be filled out and 

paid on the website. 

 

Bring Backs—Richard R, Steve T, Gary B,  

Sam S, T.  Wilson 

Website and Membership  

Miscellaneous Club Information / Upcoming Activities  

Upcoming Demos 

Mar— TBD 

Apr— TBD 

May— TBD 

 

 

 

President’s Letter  

 
The board decided on a few changes for the upcoming year. Starting in February the 
board will meet at 6:00 pm on the second Monday of the month at the Sidewalk Café 
in Denton. Every GTW member is welcome to attend and observe. Furthermore, I will 

send the minutes to any GTW member who requests them.  
The board also decided to restart the Bowl of the Month Club.  Everyone is invited to 
make at least one bowl each month and bring it to the meeting where the bowls will 

be collected and sent to The Denton Empty Bowl Project. One Saturday each        
October, the Empty Bowl Project sponsors a lunch where diners purchase a lunch 

and receive a handmade bowl. Proceeds go to Our Daily Bread (which includes the 
Monsignor King Center) and the Denton Community Food Center. This worthwhile 

project uses our bowls to help generate needed funds for these nonprofits serving our 
community. 

The board discussed the Christmas party and decided to modify it in 2023. We don’t 
have definite plans yet, but we talked about possibly having a regular meeting, but 

enhancing the meeting with a well-known outside demonstrator or having light        
refreshments.  

As always, if you have suggestions to improve our club, please tell me or any board 
member.  

 
Neal Brand 

Upcoming Events 

Jan 28—Open Shop — Cutting Blanks  

Feb 11—Open Shop— Tool Sharpening 

http://www.goldentrianglewoodturners.org


If you need help with a project, contact one of us! 

These members have offered their time and expertise to mentor other members.   

Please contact them directly. 

 Find us at: Golden Triangle Woodturner Groups 

 Follow us for up to date club information 

GTW Mentoring Program 

GTW is on Facebook 
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Thank You for Volunteering your Time and Expertise!! 

If you are interested in becoming a mentor please let one of the board members know. 

Golden Triangle Woodturners Club                              

Sharon Ayres        Dallas 214-707-0776  ladywithlathe@gmail.com 

Neal Brand            Denton 940-383-1248  neal@unt.edu 

Glynn Cox  Roanoke 817-337-0210  thumb9@verizon.net 

John Horn N. Richland Hills 817-944-3993  johnhorn@flash.net 

John Solberg Denton 940-387-3089 betweencenters@gmail.com 

Peter Tkacs  Denton 940-271-4728  petertkacs@gmail.com 

Joel Rubin  Flower Mound 972-571-8305 jh.rubin@verizon.net 

Steve Thomason   Haslet 817-439-4510 steve@wonksworld.com 

http://www.goldentrianglewoodturners.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/390805327774803/


Golden Triangle Woodturners 

CLUB INFORMATION AND CONTACTS 

2023 Club Officers 

 

President   Neal Brand  940-300-3470 neal@unt.edu 

VP / Secretary Sam Slovak  713-494-4212  samslovak48@gmail.com 

Membership             John Solberg           940-387-3089  betweencenters@gmail.com 

Treasurer            David Hoenig        940-735-1640 djhoenig@gmail.com  

Librarian/SWAT   Peter Tkacs          214-662-2200  petertkacs@gmail.com 

Activities    Mike Zunkowski       214-794-3010 txzonkers@gmail.com   

Activities    Gary Bobenhausen  214-794-3010 gary@dfw.nostrum.com  

Website   Doug Busey             775-848-4688  dougbusey@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter           Tana Munoz   575-706-5262  tana6389@yahoo.com 

Audio/Video  Steve Thomason  817-235-2157 steve@wonksworld.com 

Past President Joel Rubin      972-571-8305  jh.rubin@verizon.net 

Our thanks for all the hard work and time they put into making this a great club. 

Look for our current and past demo’s on YouTube. They really are great.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/DentonTurners 
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https://www.youtube.com/user/DentonTurners
https://www.youtube.com/c/DentonTurners/featured
http://www.goldentrianglewoodturners.org


Don’t forget to support the vendors who support us! 
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601 W Plano Pkwy 

Plano, TX 75075 

http://www.goldentrianglewoodturners.org
https://www.woodcraft.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/
https://woodturningtoolstore.com/
https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
https://woodworldtx.com/
https://www.rockler.com/



